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are vases, cups, ceremonial utensils, ear-plugs, breast-
plates* wooden utensils and other objects of wood,
clay and other materials highly and beautifully em-
bellished by mosaic inlay work of bone, colored stone
and mother-of-pearl, as well as of precious metals.
There are ponchos and robes of the most magnificent-
ly woven textiles completely covered with pendent
ornaments of gold, silver and mother-of-pearl, and
there are weapons, utensils, vessels, crowns and mu-
sical instruments of solid silver.
Being a coastwise race and greatly dependent upon
fishing, the Chimus, as might be expected, to large
extent employed fish and marine creatures as motifs
in their arts and decorations. But they were equally
skilful in reproducing bird, mammal, vegetable and
human forms. Much of their pottery, in fact the
greater portion of it, was of this imitative type, and
their so-called portrait jars have no equals anywhere.
These were vessels of various shapes bearing heads,
faces or entire figures of men and women as perfectly
modeled and as accurate in every detail as any sculp-
tures known to man. Every known type and every
possible emotion were depicted upon these. Manj^
were unquestionably modeled from life and were in-
tended as portraits or busts of actual individuals,
while others were probably caricatures or cartoons.
Even these are carried out with a fidelity that is
actually amazing. Not only do they serve to give us
- an accurate idea of the physical appearances of the
Chimu people, but they illustrate exactly what the
Chinras wore as garments and decorations, how they
worked and played, the musical instruments they
used, how they lived, cooked, cultivated the earth,